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Where will we house 900,000 more New Yorkers?

No City in the world is home to as many

internationally prominent architects, interior designers, engineers and

schools of architecture as New York. No magazine reports on New

York architects’ activities as thoroughly and intriguingly as Oculus.

• Architects
• Architectural Craftspersons
• Architectural Photographers
• Construction Managers
• Contractors
• Design Consultants
• Engineers
• Facility Planners
• Graphic Designers

• Interior Designers
• Landscape Architects
• Libraries and Hospitals
• Planning Firms
• Public Officials
• Universities and Colleges
• Urban Planners and Designers
• and others interested in the

built & unbuilt environment
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T
here are two construction types you cannot build overnight:

parks and infrastructure. Unlike other architectural endeavors,

they demand immense foresight. Fortunately, New York City

has a solid track record of planning for future generations. Its aque-

ducts, subways, and Central Park were all constructed long before

most people thought they would be needed. Long-term thinking

made possible the livable city New Yorkers enjoy today.

So when you look at Mayor Bloomberg’s PlaNYC, you realize with

a shock that its 2030 target date is only 22 years away. That’s a flash in

time when you consider how long it takes to grow a tree to maturity, to

clean up a stretch of contaminated land, or, toughest of all, to accom-

modate the recreation and transit demands of a million new citizens.

PlaNYC also includes goals to:

• Ensure that all New Yorkers live within a 10-minute walk of a park

• Open 90% of our waterways for recreation

• Upgrade our energy infrastructure

• Reduce global-warming emissions by more than 30%

The plan allots responsibilities and milestones to every city depart-

ment. The Parks Department has received $927 million to complete

eight underdeveloped parks, light 36 athletic fields to extend playing

time, convert 25 athletic fields to synthetic turf, create 800 new

Greenstreets (replacing unused portions of streets with planted

areas), and plant one million new trees over the next decade.

Exploiting present assets

Since many neighborhoods suffer from a shortage of parkland and avail-

able property, Parks is intensifying the use of existing facilities. A participa-

tory design process will convert asphalt schoolyards to landscaped parks.

The department plans to open 290 schoolyards to the public by the end

of 2009, giving every neighborhood a park within a 10-minute walk.

Walking the walk

The first park on the construction schedule is Calvert Vaux Park in the

Gravesend neighborhood of Brooklyn, now a collection of ad-hoc

fields and parking lots on landfill from the Verrazano Narrows Bridge.

Emmanuel Thingue, RLA, a Parks Department landscape architect,

sculpted the park to create a hill and a naturalized shoreline. To cool

the air and clean the storm water, trees and gardens will surround

sports fields and a parking lot.

After it closed in 1984, most people believed the football field-

sized McCarren Park pool in Greenpoint/Williamsburg, designed by

Aymar Embury II in 1936, would never reopen. Now, Rogers Marvel

Architects and Jan Hird Pokorny Associates are designing a new

McCarren Pool. It promises to be a veritable cruise ship of recreation

and social gathering for a growing Polish community and young pro-

fessionals. The pool will provide diving, lap swimming, water-play

events, sunbathing, and a terrace for eating and socializing in the

summer and ice skating in the winter.

Landscape architects MKW + Associates are designing Ocean

Breeze Park on the Atlantic shore of Staten Island, providing sports

fields and a cross-country trail. It will protect the sand dunes and wet-
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Great Spaces in Public Places
How PlaNYC 2030 is transforming parks and waterways, bringing more fun to
Fun City By Charles McKinney, Affil. ASLA

Weisz + Yoes Architecture: Rockaway Park concept illustration

NYC Parks & Recreation: Calvert Vaux Park schematic
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Rogers Marvel Architects: McCarren Pool concept illustration
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lands, connect to adjacent natural areas, and absorb storm water.

Sage and Coombe Architects is working on an indoor competitive

track; the firm hopes to elevate the building over the parking lot to

capture ocean breezes and sparkling views.

Stantec is planning improvements for Fort Washington Park in

Upper Manhattan, a remnant of the original Hudson shoreline, punc-

tuated by the spunky Little Red Lighthouse. The company plans to

untangle a messy system of access routes, since the neighborhood

is cut off from the park by rails and highways, and most users arrive

on bikes from the south.

Thomas Balsley Associates will design Soundview Park on the

Bronx River. Despite its sweeping views of Long Island Sound,

Soundview suffers from invasive vegetation and a history of illegal

dumping. Community members expressed alarm over soil contami-

nation and requested more active recreation, ecological restoration,

access to the river, and improved security. Parks expects to deal with

all of these concerns.

At the eastern end of the Rockaway

Peninsula, the plan is to reinvent Rockaway

Park. The ocean is turbulent at that point,

and Parks has already opened two surfing

beaches and facilities for scuba diving. The

work of Quennell Rothschild & Partners and

weisz + yoes architecture is likely to restore

dunes and focus on new forms of recre-

ation, including an adventure course and a

skate landscape.

The legendary High Bridge, the 1848

stone arch bridge designed by John B.

Jervis and James Renwick Jr., spans the

Harlem River and once brought water to

Manhattan from the Croton Aqueduct. Soon

it will bring hikers and bikers to Manhattan and the Bronx on the

restored Croton Aqueduct trail.

Meanwhile, in Brooklyn’s Ridgewood/Glendale neighborhood,

where the Highland Reservoir is surrounded by 25-foot earthen ram-

parts, Mark K. Morrison Associates has mapped the wetlands habi-

tat and identified invasive vegetation. This hidden place plays a role in

the regional ecology and migration routes of birds; it’s also one of the

only sites to provide active recreation in a part of Brooklyn that is noto-

riously underserved.

These projects are part of the largest investment in the city’s

parks since the 1930s, notes Parks & Recreation Commissioner

Adrian Benepe. In the last year alone, Parks has opened more than

200 new or renovated facilities, an average of four per week.

Charles McKinney, Affil. ASLA, is Chief of Design of Capital Projects for

the Parks Department of the City of New York. His task is to provide

design direction for landscape and architecture projects throughout the

five boroughs.
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Sage and Coombe Architects: Ocean Breeze Track Facility concept diagram

S
A

G
E

A
N

D
C

O
O

M
B

E
A

R
C

H
IT

E
C

T
S

Left: Schoolyard-to-Playground sites (blue dots); adequate playground access

(green); underserved areas (gray) Below: NYC’s new destination parks
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